Friends of SJF

Donate now to help us continue to support
the programs of our mission partners

Summer 2021 Newsletter

Donations can be made by:
Check to Friends of SJF at P.O. Box 317, Mount Vernon, IA 52314
Give online at www.friendsofsjf.org
Give through Fidelity Charitable at: https://www.fidelitycharitable.org
Name: _____________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________
City: ______________________________________________________
State: _________________________ ZIP: _______________________
Email: _____________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________________________________

q Here is my donation for general operations at SJF
q

$______________________________________
I want to sponsor a Wings of Hope resident.
q Here is my donation for $360 for a yearly sponsorship.
q I will sign up for monthly recurring donations online
q I want to sponsor (resident’s name)_________________
q Choose a Wings of Hope resident for me

Other ways to support Friends of SJF and the St. Joseph Family:
Send us USPS Forever postage stamps so we can communicate with our sponsors and benefactors.
Send us gift cards to Staples or Amazon to purchase items not available in Haiti.
Sign up for AmazonSmile and designate “Friends of SJF Inc” as your designated
charity. A portion of your purchase will be donated to Friends of SJF
Friends of SJF is a 501(c) organization, established in 2015.
All donations are fully tax-deductible. EIN: 47-4712188

Like us on

www.facebook.com/friendsofsjf

Follow us on

@friendsofsjf

Find us at

http://friendsofsjf.org

The St. Joseph Family is facing

multiple challenges in Haiti

COVID-19
Like the rest of the world, Haiti has been dealing with the pandemic for more
than a year now. The residents at Wings of Hope are particularly vulnerable because of their pre-existing medical conditions. The St. Joseph Family was fast to
react last March and quickly set up mitigation techniques to try and protect the residents of Wings of Hope, the students at Lekòl Sen Trinite and the staff at all the facilities.
We are pleased that as of mid-May 2021 we can report that no cases of COVID
among the Wings residents, LST students or any of the SJF employees have been
confirmed. Mitigation techniques remain in
place as much as possible to continue to protect everyone.
In early May 2021, reports started of the
British and Brazilian strains of COVID being
present in Haiti. These strains seem to be
much more serious and widespread than the
original COVID-19 strain from last spring and
summer. There have been reports of hospitals being inundated with cases in Port-auPrince. The hospitals lack proper PPE and
oxygen to treat sick patients. Many people
who are sick won't go to the hospital, or even
get tested for COVID, because of the social
stigma that comes with a positive COVID diagnosis. The Haitian government reinstated
some of the mitigation restrictions in early
June 2021, including ending the school year early on June 11.

LIFE AT THE ST. JOSEPH FAMILY
What all of this means for the St. Joseph Family is a whole new set of challenges, with a few bright spots mixed in to keep us going.
First of all, we are very thankful that the mitigation efforts by the SJF have kept
the residents, students and employees safe from COVID. The SJF continues to be
vigilant to try and keep everyone safe.
At Wings of Hope, the employees are committed to coming to work every day so
that the Wings residents are taken care of and their programs can function normally. All the Wings residents are healthy and happy. But behind-the-scenes, keeping things running is challenging. Every day there is the challenge of deciding if it is
safe or not to go out to purchase food and supplies. When it is safe to drive around
to shop, it may not be safe for the market women to be on the streets selling or for
businesses to open, so it is hard to find food, water and other items Wings needs.
Because of the roadblocks it is hard for supplies to be transported to Jacmel from
Port-au-Prince, so everything Wings needs, from food, to diapers, to medicine, is
difficult to find. When things can be found, the prices are incredibly high, so choices
have to be made with the limited funds available.
Lekòl Sen Trinite has been back in session since August 2020, after many
months of being closed, first because of the protests and then because of COVID.
The enrollment increased by almost 100 students for the 2020-2021 school year
because of the increased need due to problems caused by the situation in Haiti.
There were so many more
students begging for help
with their education than previous years that the staff of
LST did all they could to help
as many as we could. Because of the recent resurgence of COVID, LST had to
end the school year early on
June 11.
The arts classes — painting, dance, drumming, choir
— are continuing at LST and
Wings of Hope, bringing light
and beauty to those served
by the SJF.
Because of the political
situation, and because of COVID, there have been no groups visiting the SJF since
February 2019. Since the SJF counts on the guest houses to fund part of their
budget, this has had a big impact on their economic situation. Plus, the SJF loves
hosting groups and making friends. It is a way for people to experience for themselves the amazing work being done at the St. Joseph Family ministries and to
build relationships. It has always been those relationships that have sustained the
SJF over the years.

CURRENT SITUATION IN HAITI
Over the past two years the political situation has devolved dramatically in Haiti
and continues to make life a daily struggle. Protests become riots very quickly.
Roadblocks make getting around at best challenging, and at worst dangerous. Kidnappings are a daily occurrence, as are robberies and shootings. Besides the political issues, the economy continues to be unstable. Prices continue to rise, while
the exchange rate fluctuates in a way that makes the buying power of funds less.
The reasons all of this is happening are rooted in the frustration and anger of
the Haitian people at the Haitian government and leaders. The corruption, inaction
and policies are just too much to bear.
Besides the dissatisfaction with the Haitian government, protestors are also
upset about billions of dollars missing from the government accounts and rampant
inflation. In the markets, the prices of food and other staples have been increasing
at unbelievable rates, because of both the limited ability to get goods to market and
the collapsing economy. The average costs of basic food and supplies have multiplied several times over the past year. Besides being upset at the government and
the economy, people are also scared and hungry.
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Learning and growing at LST
Along with their academic classes
and education in the arts, the students
of Lekòl Sen Trinite have learned resiliency over the past two years.
After school started normally in September 2019, schools in Haiti had to
close for several months because of political unrest. Classes started again in
January 2020, only to be shut down
again in March 2020 with the start of the
pandemic. In August 2020, schools
were allowed to reopen to finish the
2019-2020 school year. In November
2020, the 2020-2021 began. With the
resurgence of COVID in May 2021,
schools were again ordered closed and
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the school year had to end early on
June 11.
But despite the challenges, LST has
continued to grow and serve its deserving students. Enrollment for the 20202021 school year increased by almost
100 students because of the increased
need. LST also added seventh grade in
the 2020-2021 school year.
With the school year finished, the
students and staff are looking forward to
2021-2022. Eighth grade will be added
next year and the staff is anticipating
adding another 50 students, for a total
enrollment of approximately 260 students.
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A Day in the Life of Wings of Hope
No matter what is happening outside
the gates of Wings of Hope — a pandemic, political upheaval, economic collapse — inside Wings of Hope, life goes
on with joy and compassion.
Life is family, laughter, learning,
dancing, celebrating, shared meals,
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therapy, music, play, caring, friendship,
creativity... and it happens all day, every
day.
The Wings of Hope residents are living their best lives, with the help of the
Wings staff and all their friends and
benefactors around the world.
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Helping hidden students in the DR
Soaring prices and social unrest are pushing Haiti to the brink. It is not surprising
that more and more of the desperate poor of Haiti are crossing over into the Dominican Republic as undocumented immigrants. Almost half a million Haitians now
live in the DR, which has a population of 10.5 million. A majority of those Haitians
are living in the DR illegally and their children are
not allowed access to public education. Private
schools are out of the question for the poorest
Haitians who struggle to keep their families fed.
Our friends at Casa De Los Dos Rios have noticed a sizable increase in the number of poor,
frightened, undocumented Haitians seeking refuge in their area. Each week they go on prayer
walks throughout their neighborhood to stay in
communication with those they have come to be
family with. On a recent walk they went to the
house of Handel, a former Montessori-trained
teacher from Haiti, who lives in the vicinity. When
Handel saw an increasing number of Haitian children wandering the streets and begging she decided to gather as many of them as she could
and begin giving them a basic education. Many
came not knowing how to read and write. Handel
is also teaching them Spanish, French and some
English. Handel herself is poor, but is a documented resident of the DR so she has
no fear of being deported back to Haiti, a fear so many of the Haitians live with
daily.
Compassion motivated Handel to create a simple, free school for the poorest
Haitian children in the area. Handel now has 24 students of varying ages. When
our friends at Casa De Los Dos Rios
first saw Handel’s makeshift school,
the children were using old tires and
cardboard for chairs and sharing very
scarce school supplies. Thanks to
some generous donors, the students
now have new plastic chairs to sit on
and plenty of books and school
supplies to help with their learning.
Casa De Los Dos Rios will continue to
help Handel and her students as they
are able, through the generosity of
their donors.

If you want to direct a donation to help the mission of Casa De Los
Dos Rios in the Dominican Republic, please include a note with your
donation designating your gift to Casa De Los Dos Rios.
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Thank You!

Due to YOUR generous support, Friends of SJF is not only able to contribute to the monthly general operation needs of the St. Joseph Family in Haiti
— paying staff, providing funding for food, medical, supplies, utilities, and
much more — but we have also been able to help the St. Joseph Family in
special needs that fell outside their normal budget. In February Friends of
SJF provided funding for all Wings of Hope residents to receive full medical
check-ups, including blood tests and ultrasounds, and provided the funding
for the follow-up medicines and care that were deemed necessary after
those check-ups. In June, Friends of SJF sent special funding to Wings of
Hope for some repair
and refurbishing projects, including painting
the outside of the building, replacing doors
and fixing almost four
dozen chairs.
Thank you for all your
support to help the
St. Joseph Family and
all they do for those
in their care!

Honoring the Wings of Hope angels

William
November 2020

Sam
January 2021

Mimine
March 2021
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Be a Sponsor
Change a Life
How well do you know the
Wings of Hope residents?

10

One way to be connected to the St. Joseph
Family on a deeper basis is
to become a Wings of
Hope sponsor.
Sponsorship is $30 a
month (or $360 per year).
per resident.
In addition to the knowledge that your contribution
is having a direct impact on
the life of a young person
in Haiti, sponsors get to
know their sponsored resident through crafts, letters,

pictures, school reports,
and biographies thoughtfully and regularly prepared
by the St. Joseph Family
and sent to them throughout the year.
Sponsorships can be
done by individuals, families, church groups, civic
groups, etc.
Donate online to sign up
for regular monthly sponsorship payments, or give
the yearly amount.
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